
Test Prep Programs and Courses- ACT and SAT  
The following programs and courses are being endorsed by  

Brother Rice and Mother McAuley for the 2025-26 school year.  
 

Academic Approach (offered in the winter/spring to prepare for the ACT) 
The Academic Approach program is designed for college-bound juniors who will take the ACT for 
college/university admission. This course is fully funded by the Title 1 Program in collaboration with 
Chicago Public Schools for the Brother Rice and Mother McAuley students who reside in a Chicago zip 
code. For students that do not reside in a Chicago zip code, the cost of the course is $389 for the virtual 
course and $489 for the in-person course. Virtual classes will meet Wednesday evenings and in-person 
classes will meet at Mother McAuley on Sunday afternoons. Again, this is offered at no cost for Chicago 
residents. While we would like to provide this opportunity for free to all of our students, this initiative is 
funded by Chicago Public Schools, not Brother Rice.  Visit Academic Approach for more information 
(including the complete schedule) and to register.  
 
ExcelEdge 
The ExcelEdge will offer ACT 36 to Brother Rice and Mother McAuley students. A leader in Midwest 
test preparation, ExcelEdge has meticulously analyzed the ACT to ensure students receive a highly 
specialized program tailored to the test. You can count on experienced instructors who are certified 
content specialists to teach you point-producing offensive and defensive strategies to navigate difficult 
items. Our teaching team will show you exactly what to expect on this test. We will teach you how to 
eliminate choices, how to answer items quickly, and how to maximize your score. To see what our 
schools, our parents, and the graduates of our program have said, please visit our website.  
 
Jeanius Prep 
Offers innovative ACT & SAT preparation courses throughout the year. New courses are offered every 8 
weeks on a variety of different days and times. Students receive academic attention from Jeanne and 
Jeanine via emails, texts, phone calls, and post-class conversations. All direct instruction will be 
administered via zoom meetings. Visit www.jeaniusprep.com for more information and to register.  
 
Breakthrough ACT Prep (offered in the winter/spring to prep for the ACT) 
Planning to take the ACT this Spring? To help you reach your optimal score, our comprehensive 
8-week course will meet once per week to help you develop all the skills you need to score higher 
on the ACT! For details, simply click on this link, check out the website, and register.   

 
The following programs and tutors have been used by former and current Brother Rice students, many of which are happy 

with their results.   
 

Individualized Tutoring 
Seaside Learning Center  
Mrs. Meredith McBride, Mother McAuley Anatomy & Physiology Teacher 
Seaside is a place students come to with questions, concerns, and aspirations about their academic futures. 
Our teachers provide individualized instruction to answer questions, address concerns, and assist students 
in reaching their full academic potential. The teachers at Seaside Learning Center have backgrounds in 
public and private education, and have experience working with students of all ages and abilities. Contact 
Meredith at MeredithSeasideLC@gmail.com or (708) 634-2302. 
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Stehlik Institute for Testing Excellence 
Family owned firm that provides Elite level private tutoring ACT/SAT prep, study skills speed reading, 
college guidance college essay consulting. Located in Downers Grove. For more information including 
pricing, contact Greg at greg@stehliks.com or call (630) 768-8663. 
 
Fitzgerald Prep 
Fitzgerald Prep’s successful programs prepare students for standardized tests for college admissions. 
Fitzgerald Prep courses and student strategy services provide students with an extra edge in today’s 
competitive admissions process. Amy Fitzgerald’s strongest attribute is her ability to connect with her 
students, while instilling self confidence and a love for learning. Her goal is to work with students on 
personal development, providing guidance on academic decisions and extracurricular involvement to 
provide a road map for students’ personal brand. Individual and small group ACT tutoring in Evergreen 
Park. Contact Amy Fitzgerald: (773) 807-3253 or amy@FitzgeraldPrep.com. 
 
Stemly Tutoring 
One-on-one Virtual Math & Science Tutoring: Customized tutoring to help students raise grades, build 
confidence, and reduce stress. Stemly’s math and science tutoring goes beyond tackling homework. Our 
tutors strengthen student’s fundamental skills to help them in future learning. We create a customized 
tutoring plan to fill any learning gaps and empower students through a learning process that builds 
confidence. Book a free consultation at https://www.stemlytutoring.com/home  

 
ACT Prep Programs 

●​ C2 Education  
Prep programs are fully customized to meet each student’s individual needs. Strengthening core 
skills in reading, writing, and math, teaching lifelong learning strategies, guiding students through 
high school and the college admissions process, and helping students balance ACT prep and 
school work. https://www.c2educate.com/ 

 
●​ Kaplan Test Prep 

Classroom and online options available. http://kaptest.com/college 
 

●​ Method Test Prep 
Teacher-led online classes help students develop the confidence and knowledge they need to 
improve scores. Online program offers recorded and live classes. http://methodtestprep.com/ 

 
●​ Nurturing Wisdom 

Customizable tutoring program for the ACT, SAT, and other tests.  Tutors come to students’ 
homes on their schedule.  
http://nurturingwisdom.com/act-tutoring/ 
 

All Juniors will take the ACT at Brother Rice on Thursday, April 23rd.  More information regarding this 
test will be sent in the coming months.  Should you have additional questions, please contact your son’s 
counselor or our College & Career Counselor. 
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